
Appendix C 
Polar Bear Critical Habitat 
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Barrier Island Habitat 
This area includes coastal barrier islands and spits along 
Alaska's coast. Barrier island habitat is used by polar bears for 
denning, refuge frorn huma.n disturbances, aeeess to maternal 
dens and feeding habitat, and travel along the coast. 
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Terrestrial Denning Habitat 
This area includes lands \Vithin !32 krn of the northern coast of i\laska behveen the U.S. Canadian border and the Kavik River and 
\Vithin 8 km between the Kavik River and Barrmv. Approp:riate terrestrial denning habitat typically occm·s near the coast \vhich 
allows females to prey on seals, so that they can meet their nutritional needs before and after denning. Adult females also select 
locations that will provide an environment safe fronl predatory adult males, disturbance, and adverse \.veather conditions; all risks 
to \Vhich cubs are particularly vulnerable. 
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Sea Ice Habitat 
This area loeated over the continental shelf in eludes \Vater 
~JOOn1 and less in depth. Sea ice habitat is essential tn most 
polar bear activities. Poku· bears evolved over thousands of 
years to life in a sea ice environn1ent. They depend on the sea 
ice-dominated ecosystem to support essential life functions. 
It provides a platform for hunting and feeding, for seeking 
mates and breeding, for movement to terrestrial maternity 
denning areas, for resting, and for long-distance movements. 
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